
Medal abbreviations following soldiers’ names: 
BSM = Bronze Star Medal 
DSC = Distinguished Service Cross 
MoH = Medal of Honor 
PH = Purple Heart 
SSM = Silver Star Medal 
 
Military units (US unless otherwise designated): 
Afrika Korps (German), 11, 21 
Army Group B (German), 11 
 
1st Infantry Division, “Big Red One” (BRO), throughout book and insert 
     BRO subunits featured with quotes or in the narrative: 
Company A, 18th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 94 
Company C, 16th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 64 
Company E, 16th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 26, 35, 43, 61, 65 
Company F, 16th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 33, 56, 60, 61, 74, 78 
Company G, 16th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 34, 61, 70, 78 
Company I, 16th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 62 
Company L, 16th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 39, 60, 67 
Company M, 16th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 29, 31 
Gap Assault Team 16, 28 
16th Infantry Regiment (16th Regimental Combat Team, RCT), 20, 25, 26, 27, 29, 31, 
32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 39, 41, 43, 45, 48, 49, 50, 56, 58, 59, 60, 61, 64, 65, 67, 82, 90, 
93, 94, 100 
18th Infantry Regiment, 20, 36, 78, 94 
26th Infantry Regiment, 20, 79 
 
1st Army at Normandy, 71 
2nd Medical Department Battalion, 49, 50–51, 56 
3rd Medical Department Battalion, 49 
V Corps at Normandy, 71 
5th Army at Salerno, 11 
6th Naval Beach Battalion, 49, 75 
7th Naval Beach Battalion, 49 
7th Field Artillery Battalion, 60, 78 
15th Army in Normandy (German), 11 
29th (National Guard) Infantry Division, 17, 94 
116th Infantry Regiment, (116th Regimental Combat Team, RCT) 29th Infantry Division, 26, 49, 59, 94 
37th Combat Engineer Battalion, 45, 82 
197th AAA Battalion, 86 
320th Barrage Balloon Battalion, 53, 73, 78, foldout #9 
716th (Static) Infantry Division (German), 13, 16 
741st Tank Battalion, 27 
916th Grenadier Regiment (German), 16 
352nd Infantry Division (German), 16 
 
Naval vessels: 
LCA (British Landing Craft, Assault), 67 
LCI (Landing Craft, Infantry), 27, 28 
LCI 84, 80, foldout #13 
LCI 91, 27, 84–85, foldout #14 
LCI 491, 88, foldout #15 
LCT (Landing Craft, Tank), 27, 53, 87, 96 
LCT 25, 86–87, foldout #16 
LCT 538, 31 



LCT 539 (Mark 6), 82–83, foldout #17 
LCT 637 (Mark 6), foldout #18 
LCT Mark 1-4 (British design), 87 
LCT Mark 5, 86, 87 
LCT Mark 6, 87 
LCVP (Landing Craft, Vehicle Personnel). See Higgins boats, 25, foldout #7 
Susan B. Anthony (transport), 83 
USS Ancon (AGC-4), 93 
USS Doyle (Destroyer), 67 
USS Samuel Chase (attack transport APA-26), 83, foldout #7 
USS Texas (battleship BB-35), foldout #21 
 
 
Alphabetical index 
 
A Fighter Pilot’s Story, 89 
African Americans, 53, 73, foldout #8 and #9 
aid stations, 48, 49, 53, 57, 104–105 
Allen, Terry de la Mesa, 21 
Allied seaborne forces, movement of to Normandy, 18 
Alston, George, 73 
Ambrose, Stephen E. (author), 55 
Amphibious Force Flagship USS Ancon (AGC-4), 93 
Anti-Aircraft Artillery (AAA) Battalion, 197th, 86 
anti-aircraft guns, 20mm, 13 
anti-tank ditch, 15 
anti-tank (AT) guns, 60, 61, 69 
Argenzio, Joseph L., 29, 31 
Armellino, John, 39, 67 
Army Engineer Special Brigades (5th and 6th Battalions), 31 
artillery, 105mm, 13 
Atkinson, Rick (author), 19 
Atlantic Wall (Festung Europa – Fortress Europe), 10–13, 16 
 
Balkoski, Joseph (author of summary of Omaha Beach losses), 94 
Bangalore torpedo, 67 
BAR (Browning Automatic Rifle), 24, 65 
barbed wire, 15, 44 
Barrage Balloon Battalion (BBB), 320th, 53, 73, 78, foldout #9 
barrage balloons, foldout #10 
Barrett, Carlton W. (MoH), 36, 53 
bazooka, 60, 65, 75 
Belgian gates, 11–12, 14 
Berard, Albert J., 31 
The Big Red One (movie released in 1980), 90 
Blades, Hubert, 65 
Borden, Richard, 28 
Bradley, Omar, 66, 71 
Briggs, Victor, 64 
Bronze Star Medal (BSM), 51, 53, 75, 81, foldout #8 
Bruce, David K. E., 23 
Brugger, Roger, 32 
Buck, Bruce S., 43 
Butler, John, 45 
 
C-elements (Belgian gates), 12 



collecting companies or points for evacuating wounded, 49 
Colleville-sur-Mer, 11, 43, 51, 61, 62, 67, 78 
Colwell, Curtis (DSC), 71 
Cota, Norman D. "Dutch," 59 
Cowdrey, Albert, 55 
“C” rations, 49 
Curley, Raymond, 65 
 
Davis, Wilfred Lawrence, 86 
Dawson, Joseph T. (DSC), 34, 61, 70, 76–77 
The Dead and Those About to Die (book by John McManus), 91, 95 
D-Day definition, 112 
Deyo, Morton L., 22 
Distinguished Service Cross (DSC), 58, 62, 66, 69, 71, 74, 76–77 
Dog Green, 37 
Dog White, 84 
Douglass, Laura (editor), 51 
Duplex Drive (DD) “swimming” tanks, 26, 37, 67 
 
Easy Red, 49, 58, 71, 82, 86, 87, 88, foldout #11 
Eisenhower, Dwight D., 17, 21, 66, 73, 94 
Ellery, John B., 59, 69, 93 
Elsie Item. See LCI (Landing Craft, Infantry), 80 
Emergency Medical Tags (EMT), 47 
European Theater Operations, 21 
Every Man a Hero (Ray Lambert memoir), 51 
 
field guns (German strong points), 61 
First Division Museum, Foreword 4-9, 100, foldout (all) 
Fortress Europe, 10–13, 16 
Fox (F) Company, 16th Infantry Regiment, BRO, 56 
Fox Green, 74, foldout #11 
Fox Green Beach, Battle for (painting), 27 
Fox Red, 62, foldout #11 
Fuller, Sam, official historian of BRO, 71, 90 
 
Gallagher, Richard J., 71 
Geddes, George, 37, 60 
Gellhorn, Martha (journalist), 97 
Geneva Convention rules, 55 
German prisoners, 92–93 
Goebbels, Joseph, 10 
Gold Beach (British), 79 
 
Halford, Leonard, 86 
haversack, 49 
hedgehogs, 12, 15, foldout #6 
Hemingway, Ernest, 97 
H-Hour definition, 112 
Hicken, Victor, 37 
Higgins, Andrew J. (designer of LCVP), 25 
Higgins boats (LCVP), 24–25, 27, 28, 38, 39, 51, foldout #5 and #13 
Hitler, Adolf, 10, 11, 13, 16 
hospital corpsmen, 49 
Huch, Rob, 95 
Huebner, Clarence Ralph (PH), 21 



Hughes, Israel W., 73 
 
Ilfrey, Jack (P-38 ace), 89 
 
Ju-88 bomber (German), 73 
 
Kasserine Pass, Battle of 11, 21 
 
Lambert, Ray (SSM), 44, 49, 50, 51 
Le Grand Hameau captured, 62 
log posts, 12, 16 
log ramps, 12, 16 
Luftwaffe (German air force), 16 
Lundgren, Kent A., 34 
 
M1 helmet, 31 
M4 Sherman Deep Wading Tank, foldout #3 and #19 
machine guns (MG), 25, 26, 27, 29, 31, 37, 51, 61, 65, 67, 70, 76 
McCormick, Robert R. (Chicago Tribune editor and publisher), 100 
McManus, John C. (author), 91, 95 
Medal of Freedom, 100 
Medal of Honor (MoH), 21, 36, 43, 53, 60, 66, 67, foldout #4 and #8 
medics, 46–57, 61, foldout #1–2 and #8 
MG 42 ("Hitler's Buzz Saw"), 31 
mine fields, 15 
Montieth, Jimmie W., Jr. (MoH), 53, 60, 66–67, foldout #4 
Morisette, Ed, 24, 27 
Morozewicz, Edward "Eddie" (SSM), 57, 61 
Morozewicz, Rose (sister), 57 
morphine, 48 
mortars, 61, 70 
motor torpedo boats (German S-boats, Schnellboote), 16 
multi-barrel rocket launchers (German Nebelwerfer “Screaming Meemies”), 13 
 
Native Americans, 56–57, 61, foldout #2 
Nesevitch, Andrew, 41 
Normandy landings, 18 
North Africa Campaign, 21 
 
Okinawa Campaign, 99 
Oliphant, Richard, 93 
Omaha Beach, 14, 18, 98, 100, foldout (all) 
Omaha Beach, D-Day, June 6, 1944 (author Balkoski), 94 
Operation NEPTUNE, 19 
Operation OVERLORD, 17–19 
Operation TORCH, 21 
 
Parker, Donald E., 94 
Patton, George S., Jr., 21, 40 
Phelps, Grant, 65 
pillboxes, 12, 13, 15, 60 
Pinder, John J., Jr. (MoH), 43, 53 
Pointe du Hoc, 19 
Prucnal, Anthony, 32 
Purple Heart, 21, 51, 95, 100 
purpose-built naval vessels, 25 



Pyle, Ernie (journalist), 96, 97, 98–99, foldout #12 
 
Rangers, 19 
Ray's Rock, 50–51 
Reed, Leon J., 73 
Reese, James W. (MoH), 21 
Regimental Combat Team (RCT) See list of Military Units 
Richmond, Kimball R. (DSC), 62 
Rommel, Erwin ("Desert Fox"), 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 21 
Roosevelt, Theodore, Jr., 21 
Rundstedt, Gerd von, 13 
 
Salerno, 11, 80 
Salmuth, Hans von, 11 
Sanders, Harry, 60 
Sargent, Robert F., 24, 29, 30, 35, 38 
Schweppenburg, Leo Geyr von, 13 
Shay, Charles Norman (SSM), 49, 54, 56–57, 61, foldout #2 
Shepherd, Seth, 27, 39 
Sherman DD (Dual Drive) swimming tanks, 27, 37 
Sherman Deep Wading Tank, foldout #19 
Shingle wall, 15, 71, foldout #20 
Sicily, 19, 21, 80, 100 
Silver Star Medal (SSM), 51, 56, 57, 71, foldout #2 
Snoke, David, 28 
Soviet Red Army, 17 
Spalding, John (DSC), 26, 33, 35, 43, 58, 61, 65, 69, 71 
special engineer battalion, 44 
The Story of GI Joe (film about Ernie Pyle), 99 
Streczyk, Phillip (DSC), 71 
Strojny, Raymond F. (DSC), 60, 74–75 
strong points, German (WN). See Widerstandsnester (WN) 
submarines, 16 
sulfa powder, 48 
 
tanks, 26, 27, 28, 37, 38, 67, foldout #3–4 and #19 
Taylor, George A. (DSC), 58, 60, 61, 100 
Teller anti-tank mines, 12, 84 
Thompson, John "Jack," (journalist), 100 
TNT explosives, 12 
“Tobruks” – circular reinforced concrete bunkers, 12 
Troina (Sicily), battle of, 21 
 
Vaghi, Joe (BSM), 75 
Very Low Altitude (VLA) balloons, 73, 78, foldout #9 
Vierville-sur-Mer, 11 
Vyn, Arend, Jr., 84 
 
Whitehead, Don (correspondent), 47 
Widerstandsnester (WN, German strongpoint), 12, 61, definition 112 
WN 60, 67 
WN 61, 12, 37, 60 
WN 62, 71 
WN 64, 71 
WN 71, 12 
Woodson, Waverly B., Jr. (BSM), 52–53, foldout #8 



Woodward, Robert, 60 
Wyman, Willard G. "Bill," 21, 58–59 


